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Health Department monitoring Ebola virus
The Lawrence-Douglas County
Health Department’s staff has
been monitoring the situation
with Ebola in West Africa since
summer. The first KS-HAN notice was sent to Douglas County
health care providers Aug. 1.
Since Oct. 2 when information was released on the first case
of Ebola in the United States,
information has been frequently
shared with Douglas County
health care providers, Lawrence
Memorial Hospital, University

of Kansas Watkins Memorial
Health Center, Douglas County
Emergency Management, Law
Enforcement and others. Numerous meetings, phone calls and
webinars have occurred during
the past six weeks as Douglas
County has prepared in the event
that a person infected with Ebola
would show up here. The Douglas County Public Information
Officer group met specifically to
See Health Department on page 2

Director of Clinic Services Kim Ens leaves the Lawrence
Police Department on Nov. 12 after giving a presentation to
police officers about the Ebola virus and answering questions.

Health Department staff available to provide
assistance with Health Insurance Marketplace

From left, Health Department employees Elizabeth Sedita-Laufer, Frendida Zamora and Alisha
Fisher are trained navigators and can provide assistance with the Health Insurance Marketplace.

Now is the time for patients to
explore their health coverage options,
especially if they enrolled in a Health
Insurance Marketplace plan in 2014
or if they’re looking for health insurance. Patients need to enroll in a plan
by Dec. 15 if they would like to start
receiving coverage Jan. 1, 2015. The
open enrollment period ends Feb. 15,
2015.

If you have patients who need help
navigating the Health Insurance Marketplace, the Health Department has
three staff members who are available
to help, including a Spanish speaker.
There is no cost to receive assistance,
which is available to anyone. To
receive assistance, patients need to
contact the Health Department at
856-5326 to make an appointment.

ACIP releases new pneumococcal vaccine recommendation for seniors
The Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP) recently
made a recommendation that all persons 65 years of age and older receive
Prevnar 13 (PCV13), a pneumococ-

cal conjugate vaccine, one time. This
recommendation has created some
issues in relation to Medicare benefits.
Medicare Part B covers yearly flu vaccine, a single dose of pneumococcal
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vaccine and Hepatitis B vaccine for
certain adults. Previously Pneumovax
23 (PPSV23) was the only available
pneumococcal vaccine routinely given
See Seniors on page 2
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Douglas County Disease Report
Disease
category
Enteric

General

Vector

Vaccinepreventable
diseases

STDs
(tested at
HD only)

Disease
name

Aug.
14

Sept.
14

Oct.
14

Total

Campylobacteriosis

1

2

3

6

Cryptosporidiosis

0

1

1

2

Giardia

3

0

0

3

Salmonella

2

2

1

5

Shigella

2

2

0

4

STEC

0

1

1

2

Hepatitis B, chronic

0

3

1

4

Hepatitis B, pregnancy

1

0

0

1

Hepatitis C

5

1

4

10

T. Spongiform Enc.

0

1

0

1

Lyme

1

0

0

1

RMSF

2

0

0

2

West Nile Virus

0

1

0

1

Mumps

0

1

0

1

Measles

1

0

0

1

Pertussis

1

0

0

1

Varicella

1

5

2

8

Chlamydia

8

10

11

29

Gonorrhea

5

6

3

14

Syphilis

1

2

3

6

This report includes the number of cases investigated by the Lawrence-Douglas County Health Department. Case classifications include: Confirmed, probable and suspect.

Seniors should check coverage
for pneumococcal vaccination
Continued from page 1

to patients in this age group. There has been no clarification as
to whether PCV13 will be covered within the same calendar
year as PPSV23 or whether Medicare Part B will now pay for
two pneumococcal vaccines after age 65.
PCV13 may be considered revaccination if PPSV23 had
already been given to a patient and may result in the patient
being held responsible for the total cost of the vaccine.
The Health Department currently is recommending to all patients 65 years of age who request PCV13 that they first check
with their Medicare provider to better understand what costs
they may incur before receiving the vaccine.
Vaccines not covered by Medicare Part B (Tdap/Td, zoster,
etc.) may be covered by the patient’s Part D provider. Patients
generally would need to receive these vaccines through their
pharmacy for the best payment coverage. Health Departments as
well as doctor offices are not allowed to bill Medicare Part D. We
recommend patients requesting Tdap/Td or other vaccines to
check with their Part D provider before they receive vaccines.

Health Department providing education about Ebola virus
Continued from page 1

plan messages about Ebola.
Most health care providers in Douglas County are screening patients
for travel to West Africa as well as
symptoms that are associated with
Ebola infection. The Lawrence-Douglas
County Health Department’s communicable disease staff has presented
information and answered questions
for employees of the Lawrence Police
Department and Lawrence Douglas
County Fire and Medical. The Health
Department has posted information

on its website and shared fact sheets
with other agencies, including public
schools, the City of Lawrence and others to continue to message to the public
how Ebola is spread and that a person
is not infectious until they begin having
symptoms.
As of Nov. 21, it has been over 21
days since anyone has been diagnosed
with Ebola in the United States. Five
airports in the U.S. continue to screen
people from West Africa and CDC is
notifying local and state health departments if anyone from West Africa will

be arriving in that state and county.
If you have would like to be included
on the email list to receive information about Ebola or other infectious
diseases, please notify Kim Ens, director of Clinic Services, at the LawrenceDouglas County Health Department at
785-843-3060 or kens@ldchealth.org
and she will add you to the email list.
The Kansas Department of Health
and Environment (KDHE) has updated the Ebola Virus Preparedness &
Response Plan for Kansas, it is available
at: http://www.kdheks.gov/ebola.

LDCHD receives funding to reduce heart attacks, strokes
Kansas was selected this fall by the Association
of State and Territorial Health Officials (ASTHO)
to join a 16-state project to enhance care for
patients with high blood pressure as part of the
national Million Hearts initiative.
Three Lawrence clinics — Health Care Access, Heartland Community Health Center and
Internal Medicine Group — as well as the Lawrence-Douglas County Health Department are

working with the Kansas Department of Health
and Environment, ASTHO and partners from
15 other states to explore ways to reduce heart attacks and strokes through better screening, referral and treatment of individuals whose high blood
pressure puts them at high risk.
ASTHO is hosting a meeting of partners in
Washington D.C. before the end of the year to
collaborate about the project.

24-7
EPI hotline
To alert the Lawrence-Douglas
County Health
Department to a
reportable disease
after hours,
please use this
number: 785856-7305.

