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About

ÅVan Go Mobile Arts Incand the Lawrence-Douglas County Health 
Department partnered to complete a photovoiceexploring how 
identified health issues are experienced in Lawrence. 

ÅA total of 10, 18-24 year olds participated in the project. 

ÅAfter completing a photography assignment, participants identified 
themes and captions for the more than 130 photos taken. 
Participants curated the photos and selected 21 photos that reflected 
their understanding the identified health issues. 



Theme: Drugs and 
alcohol are a very public 
thing, that we are silent 
about. 

άLǘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ŘǊƻǇǇŜŘ ƛǘΣ 
and we walk past it everyday without saying 
ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎΦέ
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Theme: Cigarettes are 
everywhere. They are 
part of the scenery. 

ά¢ŀǊΣ ŀǎƘΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƳƻƪŜΣ ǿƘŀǘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƳƻǊŜ 
natural? The cigarette butts are in bloom. 
Prohibited by law with up to $5,000 in fines, 
not to only mention poisoning the air, water, 
ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ƭǳƴƎǎΦέ
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Theme: Signs are 
background, part of 
visual noise. 
ά{ƻ ƳǳŎƘ ƴƻƛǎŜΣ ǿƘŀǘ Řƻ ǿŜ ƭƛǎǘŜƴ ǘƻΚέ



Theme: We know 
about the 
homeless, but do 
we really see it? 

ά¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ L ǎƭŜŜǇΦ ²ƘŜǊŜ 
Řƻ ȅƻǳΚέ
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Theme: Stigma for 
homelessness

άL ŦŜŜƭ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƻƳŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ 
homeless always seem to be down, but every 
time I walk by this man he always seems to 
ōŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ǿŀȅΦ IŜΩǎ ƴŜǾŜǊ Řƻǿƴ ŀƴŘ 
always happy. He always talks about what he 
Ƙŀǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻƴ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ƭƛŦŜΦέ
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